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Have you ever wanted to interview a famous person? Have you ever wondered how all the interviews we see in newspapers and magazines get arranged? We met journalist Lee Howard to find out what the world of celebrity interviews is all about.
Lee how many famous people have you interviewed?
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‘Hundreds! Most of the interviews have been with pop stars or film stars’.

So, who have you met?
‘From the world of music, I’ve met Kylie Minogue (she’s very short in real life!), Robbie Williams, the Radiohead guys, Noel Gallagher from Oasis, and lots more who I can’t remember right now! Film stars I’ve done interviews with Tom Hanks, Patrick Swayze, Goldie Hawn, Mike Myers, Ben Stiller and Sandra Bullock’.
Do you just phone up the celebrities and ask to interview them?
‘Not exactly! I run a company in London called Celebritext. We specialize in doing celebrity interviews. I’ve been running the company for over three years now, and I’ve been working in the media for about twelve years, so I’ve got lots of contacts in the industry. When a new movie or CD comes out, the film or record company contacts to me and says that the star is happy to give some interviews. Sometimes I do the interviews and sometimes I get another journalist to do it. Either way, I then sell the interview to newspapers or magazines all around the world. I’ve sold interviews that other journalists have done with Madonna, Leonardo Di Caprio, Tom Cruise, Jennifer Aniston, Britney Spears, Nicole Kidman and Will Smith, to name but a few’.
And what are the stars like when you meet them?
‘It depends. I’ve go on really well with some of them. They’re really friendly and easy to interview. Robbie Williams was very funny. Others are not so easy. I’ve ended up having several arguments with stars. Tom Hanks and I had a big argument about space exploration when I interviewed him for the movie Apollo 13!’
Who would you like to interview in the future?
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‘I haven’t personally met Madonna yet. I’d love to interview her. And Michael Jackson, of course. But it’s very difficult to get an interview with them’.
Have you enjoyed this interview today?
‘Yes, it’s been fun. Actually, it’s the first time I’ve ever given an interview. I usually ask question, not answer them!’
Choose the correct answer a, b, с or d.
1. Why does Lee know a lot of people in the media?

a). because he specialize in doing celebrity interviews

b). because he runs his own business in London

c).because he’s been working in the media for a long time

d). because film and record companies contact him
2. When does a film and record companies contact to Lee?
a). when the celebrities are in a good mood

b). when the company has produced a new product

c). when the company needs to find a new journalist

d). when Lee has done an interview with  a star
3. Lee sometimes asks other people

a). to do the interviews for him.

b). to sell the interviews for him.

c). to contact the film or record company for him.

d). to contact the celebrity for him.
4. Lee does not always
a). win the arguments he has with stars.

b). find it easy to think of good questions.

c). respect the celebrities he interviews.
d). agree with what the stars say in interviews. 
